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Sponsors
Kris Brocchini

The SP-Foundation and community would
like to express our sincere gratitude and
appreciation to Kris Brocchini for the
generous support, contributions, and
friendship you give to us and the Spastic
Paraplegia Foundation. ThankYou!

Classic Dentistry
Joseph L. Skradski, DDS

Exhibitor

Exhibitor
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Marriott
St. Louis Airport

10700 Pear Tree Lane,
St. Louis, MO, 63134

314-423-9700
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Crissy works closely with all canine
health, breeding and whelping
operations, in addition to dog training
programs, such as assistance dog

training, building skills for handlers and dogs for placement
with mobility, hearing, PTSD, and facility clients.
Crissy facilitates puppy classes for Volunteer Puppy Raisers
and assists in Touch Therapy and Obedience programs.
Crissy has been training dogs for nearly twenty years. To
date, Crissy has placed close to sixty assistance dogs
across the country.
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Emanuela Piermarini, Ph.D. |
(215) 991 8311 | ep477@drexel.edu
Research Scientist, Department of Neurobiology and Anatomy Drexel University
College of Medicine,
2900 Queen Lane, Philadelphia, PA 19129

Emanuela Piermarini is a Research Scientist in the Neurobiology and Anatomy
Department at Drexel University College of Medicine. She was born and raised in
a small town close to Rome, Italy. She earned her Ph.D. degree in Biochemistry
and Molecular Biology at University of Rome “Tor Vergata” / Children’s Hospital

and Research Institute IRCCS “Bambino Gesù” in 2016, where she studied the role of oxidative stress
in the context of Friedreich’s ataxia, a rare neurodegenerative disease affecting children. In 2016, she
joined then Dr. Peter Baas laboratory as a postdoc and recently as a Research Scientist, where she
studied SPG4-based Hereditary Spastic Paraplegia by using a novel mouse model. She characterized
behavioral deficiencies and anatomical changes to better characterize the disease progression and
understand the mechanisms of neurodegeneration in order to apply therapies.
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Hiroshi Mitsumoto, MD, DSc | 212-305-2940 or 212-305-1319 
Wesley J. Howe Professor of Neurology (at CUIMC), Eleanor and 
Lou Gehrig ALS Center, CUIMC, hm264@cumc.columbia.edu 
 
Hiroshi Mitsumoto is a Wesley J. Howe Professor of Neurology at
Columbia University Medical Center and the Director of the MDA/
ALS Clinical Research Center since 1999. In 1968, he graduated 
from Toho University School of Medicine, Tokyo. Beginning in 
1972, he pursued further medical and neurology training at Johns
Hopkins University, Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland Clinic, and Tufts University. 
In 1983, he began working at the Cleveland Clinic as the Director of the Neuromuscular Section 
and ALS Center. He has since been involved with extensive research in ALS, including im-
proving patient care/management and end of life issues, multiple clinical trials, biomarker de-
velopment, and multisite epidemiological studies. He organized several large national and in-
ternational ALS Conferences and is currently updating and developing the new International
ALS Clinical Trial Guidelines. He has published more than 170 articles in peer-reviewed jour-
nals, mostly in ALS, in addition to reviews, chapters, and books. For more than a decade, his 
research interests have expanded to PLS.

Paolo Moretti , MD | 801-585-7575 | paolo.moretti@hsc.utah.edu 
Associate Professor, Department of Neurology  
University of Utah, 175 Medical Drive N, Salt Lake City UT 84132
Staff physician, Neurology - George E. Wahlen VA Medical Center
500 Foothill Boulevard, Salt Lake City, UT 84148

Paolo Moretti is an Associate Professor of Neurology and the Divi-
sion Chief of Movement Disorders and Cognitive Disorders at the Uni-
versity of Utah. He is also a staff neurologist at the Salt Lake City VA 
Medical Center. Dr. Moretti received his MD from the University of Padua, Italy, and he
completed Neurology Residency at the University of Michigan. He also completed a Clinical
Genetics Fellowship at Baylor College of Medicine, and postdoctoral research fellowships at
Columbia University and Baylor College of Medicine. His clinical and research interests are
in movement disorders and genetics of neurological disorders. He evaluates and treats pa-
tients with movement disorders at the University of Utah and the Salt Lake City VA and he
runs a neurogenetics clinic at the University of Utah. Dr. Moretti is an Co-Investigator in the
Undiagnosed Diseases Network and he leads an active research and clinical trials program in
movement disorders. 

Thomas (Thom) J. Hart, J.D., | 305-439-0684 | thart@c-path.org
C-Path Institute, Director of Outreach, 1840 E. River Rd., #100, 
Tucson, AZ 85718, 520-547-3440, c-path.org

Thom Hart has spent nearly two decades advocating for individuals with
lived experience in navigating healthcare and addressing barriers to access
related to poverty, health care access, and discrimination. Thom has
worked closely stakeholders from across the industry to inform the pro-
jects and programs impacting health and ensuring the voice of lived expe-
rience is reflected in research and policy decisions.  
 
Thom has a BA in Bioethics from Wittenberg University and a JD from 
the University of Miami School of Law, where he earned honors as a Sen-
ior Fellow at the school’s Center for Ethics and Public Service. Thom has
also clerked for the Supreme Court of the Navajo Nation and served as Minnesota Justice Foun-
dation Staff Attorney at the University of Minnesota Law School. Thom’s background includes 
state and federal health policy advocacy for a Fortune 50 company, global strategy design and 
execution for new drugs in the pharmaceutical space and developing inclusive recruitment and 
engagement tools to improve health outcomes. Recently, Thom co-authored an article in Har-
vard Law School’s Petrie-Flom Center for Health Law Policy, Biotechnology, and Bioethics on 
ADA accommodations for mental health conditions.
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Dina Landphair | Dina.Landphair@sp-foundation.org
Chair, SPF Education andAmbassador Committee
Dina joined the board in March 2021. Dina is a graduate of Iowa State University
with a Bachelor of Architecture. She is a licensed architect, but took early
retirement after 25 years of service. Dina lives in Adel, Iowa, with her husband
and two boys. She was diagnosed with HSP, SPG7 in 2013. Dina is Co-
Ambassador of Iowa and chairs the SPF Education-Ambassador Committee.

Jim Sheorn | Jim.Sheorn@SP-Foundation.org
Chair, SPF Fundraising Committee
Former SPF President
Jim was a pharmaceutical sales representative for Daiichi Sankyo. He holds a
bachelor’s of science degree in marketing from the University of Tennessee at
Chattanooga. Jim has HSP, SPG4 and lives with his family in Brentwood,
Tennessee.

Greg Pruitt | Pruitt@SP-Foundation.org
SPF President
Greg was elected SPF President in January 2022. He served as volunteer SPF
Co-Executive Director since the Fall of 2017. Greg is an attorney who served as
Judge Executive for 26 years. In that capacity he served on and chaired a number
of local, regional, state, federal, and multi-state organizations involving many
areas such as tourism, health and social services, transportation, and economic
development. Greg is a graduate of University of Kentucky College of Law.
Greg and Norma have three children and five grandchildren. Greg has HSP,
SPG4.

Tim Croghan | Conference Emcee
Tim.Croghan@SP-Foundation.org
Chair, SPF Marketing Committee
Tim is dedicated in supporting the Spastic Paraplegia Foundation. Along with
his wife, Tina (an SPF Board Member, HSP, SPG7) live in Missouri. They are
a dynamic team focusing attention on advocating and raising funds to advance
research efforts to find a cure for HSP and PLS since 2007. Tim serves as
Chair of the SPF Marketing Committee and continues using his
communication skills in assisting the SPF Annual Conferences.

John Cobb | John.Cobb@SP-Foundation.org
Chair, SPF Research Committee
John has been a member of the SPF board since May 2013. He is passionate about
furthering research for HSP and PLS. He and his wife Jody chair the Research
Committee working with the ScientificAdvisory Board to facilitate the funding of
research grants. John is a data analyst at Slack Technologies, a popular workplace
communication hub owned by Salesforce. He and Jody live in Oakland, CA and
just welcomed their son Jamie, born in November of 2022!

Leonard Erskine | Leonard.Erskine@SP-Foundation.org
Chair, SPFAdvocacy Committee
Leonard is a graduate of Ohio State University and has been in the
Pharmaceutical and Biotech Industry for over 30 years, where he has worked in
sales, mar-keting, leadership, and market access.Leonard has been married to his
college sweetheart Liz for almost 27 years. He is the father of three great kids
and dog-gie dad to Gizmo and Gracie, his beloved Shi Tzu’s. Leonard serves as
Chair of the SPF Advocacy Committee. Leonard is diagnosed with PLS.
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Raffle/AuctionRaffle/Auction
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BigThank you to “Your Medical Store” for donating
door prizes. Winner will receive these in the mail
directly from “Your Medical Store”. Please view
https://www.your-medical-store.com/ for more
products.

Raffle Items: Get a raffle ticket for a chance to win one of the following
door prizes for items #1 through #8. Drawing on Saturday after dinner.

#1
3WHEEL
ROLLATOR
INNO DELUXE
11LB EURO
STYLE
VALUEDAT $199

#2
STRONGARM
COMFORT
CANE
REVOLUTION
ARY DESIGN,
VALUEDAT
$80

#4
NOURISH
MEMORY FOAM
ELEVATED
KNEE REST
BYAVANA
COMFORT,
VALUEDAT $84

#5
MULTI-
COLORED
BABYALPACA
LUXURY
QUEEN
BLANKET,
VALUEDAT $129

#6
STEP2TUB
ADJUSTABLE
BATHTUB
SAFETY STEP
STOOL,VALUED
AT $209

#7
ROHOMOSAIC
PREMIUMAIR CELL
WHEELCHAIR
CUSHION,VALUED
AT $114

#8
STANDALONE
TOILET RAIL
SAFETY
FRAME,
VALUEDAT $74

#9
LEG
COMPRESSION
SYSTEM FOR
MASSAGE
THERAPY BY
VIVE HEALTH,
VALUEDAT $499

#10
THE PILOT
UPRIGHT
FOREARM
WALKER
ROLLATOR,
VALUEDAT $239

Auction Items:
The following two

items will be offered
by auction-call on

Saturday after dinner.

Raffle/AuctionRaffle/Auction

Must Be
Present
ToWin!

#3
COMPLETE
TENS SYSTEM,
VALUEDAT $84

SEE REGISTRATION TABLE FOR LISTING OF OTHER DOOR PRIZES.



21

SSPPFF AAWWAARREENNEESSSS 22002233
##HHSSPPaannddPPLLSS
MMOONNTTHH:: AAuugguusstt
WWEEEEKK:: AAuugguusstt 2200--2277
DDAAYY:: AAuugguusstt 2277tthh

Quilt Donated by Vicki Joines, sister in law to 
Becki Cochran. The size of the quilt is approxi-
mately 50”x52”. 

Barbara Lawrence from Alabama has HSP, SPG Unknown, made this 
quilt as a fundraiser for SPF, HSP and PLS. It is a series of different
shades of green ribbons, since green is the color for HSP and PLS.
The ribbon in the center of the quilt is zebra stripes to represent all 
Rare Diseases. Barbara Lawrence organized a GOFUNDME fundrais-
er for the quilt and Dina Landphair from Iowa, was the lucky winner. 
Dina says, "even though I LOVE the quilt, I want to donate it to the 
SPF Annual Conference to raise more money for the foundation." 
Dina has HSP, SPG7. The size of quilt is 60"x84" or 5'x7'.

JL Safety  | 1513 Waybridge Way | Weddington, NC 28104, 980-339-5334, www.JLSafety.com — 
Use Discount Code: “SPF20” to receive 20% off on all store products
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MMeeeett tthhee AAuutthhoorr OOnnssiittee::

Vamsi Koduri, father to Maurya Koduri, narrates his heart warming and
heart wrenching experiences with his first born, a 'special child' Maurya 
Koduri while navigating the other aspects of his life. Vamsi has a MBA, 
PMP, CSM, ITIL certified, is a Project Manager working for a top tech-
nology company that develops and markets software as a service (SaaS) 

for clinical trials. As a clinical IT professional, he has 
over 15 years of experience in the Health Sciences
Industry. He is an accomplished short film maker and
is well versed with film making. 
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1) Donate $15.00 to receive your choice of a Shirt  
 
2) Donate $2.00 for one rubber bracelet / $5 for 3 / $10 for 6 bracelets 
 
3) Donate to 50/50 Raffle, 50% Goes to SPF & 50% Goes to 1-Lucky Winner

($1.00 per ticket / $5.00 for 6-tickets)

4) Donate to participate in Door Prizes (from Your Medical Store and others)  
 ($5 per ticket / $10 for 3-tickets)  
 
—Winners and Door Prizes will be announced Saturday after Dinner, June 24, 2023.   

—Winner Must Be Present to Win! 

—All credit card charges include a processing fee 

—Colors and styles may vary while supplies last 

—All donations benefit the Spastic Paraplegia Foundation, Inc.  

Check back often as more products will be added.
Ordering Issues Contact SpasticWorldInfo@gmail.com


